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Annual General Meeting

24 September 2008 at 18:00 in Bradman Theatrette

National Convention Centre

Minutes

Apologies

Apologies were received from Andrew Smith, Brian Atwell, Oula Ghannoum, Michael Tauz, Sergey Shabala, Dennis Greer, Peer Schenk, Ros Gleadow, Penny Smith
Minutes of last AGM, September 25, 2007, Sydney

Rana Munns moved that the minutes of the 2007 meeting be accepted as a true record of the meeting. 

Seconded by Murray Badger.

 Accpeted

Business Arising from the Minutes

There was not business arising from the minutes. 
Reports

President’s report  (for more details see 2008 President’s report www.asps.org.au)


David Day tabled and spoke to a written President’s Report.  The main points raised in the report were:

· The declining student enrolments in the plant sciences around Australia remained as a challenge for the society.

· A major achievement for the society in 2008 was the development of the new website, particularly with the online membership facility.  This facility has already led to an increase in memberships. The President thanked Peter Ryan and Tony Ashton for their work on the website.

· David Day thanked Martin Canny, Paul Kriedeman and Tony Ashton for organizing a very successful dinner at the Discovery Centre, CSRIO Plant Industry to celebrate the society’s Jubilee Year.  The powerpoint presentation featuring the founding members of the Society will be available from the ASPS website, along with the text of the speech by Martin Canny.

· The new regime at Functional Plant Biology had been introduced sooner than expected due to the resignation of the Managing Editor, Jennifer Henry to take up a position with Nature New York.   Rana Munns has taken over as Editor-in-chief with Yvonne Cheng as Assistant Editor.

· The American Society for Plant Biology will hold its meeting in Hawaii in 2009 and ASPS is a participating society.  The broad program for the meeting is now set but proposals for small symposia are still possible.

· ASPB has canvassed the possibility of a summit of plant biology societies to meet prior to the Hawaii meeting.  The summit is proposed to explore ways in which the societies could work together to bring a global consensus of how plant biologists could respond to the needs of the global population.  This proposal has not yet been ratified but David Day considered that it was a good idea and could form an excellent lobby group, particularly if major funding bodies such as the Gates Foundation were involved. 

· 2008 Robertson Lecturer was Hans Lambers, the Goldacre Medallist was Jason Able and the FPB best paper awarded to Abby Cuttriss.  No nominations had been received for the Teaching Award.  The Council has a list of potential life members that it is working through year by year.  In 2008, Life membership was awarded to Barry Osmond and Joe Wiskich.

· David Day thanked members of the executive, Tony Ashton, Robyn Overall and Rana Munns for their efforts and the Council members for their support.

Steve Tyerman moved that the president’s report be accepted, seconded by John Patrick

Treasurer’s Report 

Tony Ashton spoke to a tabled interim Treasurer’s Report highlighting the following points:

· The Council has approved a 16 month auditing period from 1 May 2007 to 30 August, 2008 to allow for the delays associated with the online membership introduction.

· The assets had decreased by $35,542 compared to a $6,673 surplus in the last auditing period. This difference could be explained by:

· Last year, ISPMB had paid $30,477 for student travel grants.  Only half of that had been expended in the previous period and the remaining half was expended in the 2007-2008 financial period.

· Additional expenditure had been made to establish the Website. 

· Membership fees fell by approximately $4,000 probably due to the lag in establishment of the online payment system and the timing of payments from members paying for 2 years at a time.

· Contributions from Plants in Action fell by approximately $3,000 in this period.

· Timing of the payment of FASTS membership.

· An additional $3,500 was paid as conference seed funding in this period.

· ComBIO payments from 2005, 2006 and 2007 conferences had not yet been received.  $14,000 is expected from ComBIO 2005.  

· Web advertising decreased somewhat probably due to difficulties with establishment of the new website.

· Memberships had increased, reversing a recent declining trend.  There are 209 ordinary members, 151 student members, 17 retired members, 10 corresponding members, 8 sustaining members, 3 Honourary members, 4 life members and 1 Gratis member. The executive will initiate a campaign in the next few months to get lapsed members to rejoin. 

· A total of $7,500 seed funding had been provided to Plant Energy and Water Productivity conference in Canberra  and the International conference on Biotic Plant Interactions in Brisbane in March. 

· The goal was to increase the number of sustaining members of ASPS, stating that at $300 he considered this was excellent value.  He encouraged members to suggest to companies that they deal with to consider becoming sustaining members of ASPS.

· Tony Ashton reported that he was most proud of his achievement in organising and working with Michael Major to achieve the development of the new website with the online registration facility. 

· The balance at the end of the audit period was $65,391.

John Evans enquired if there were any particular issues associated with the delayed closure of the books for the ComBIO 2005 meeting warning that it may be difficult to settle accounts if the treasurer of ASBMB had changed. Tony Ashton undertook to follow this issue up with the ASBMB treasurer.

John Patrick noticed that the contributions to the RN Robertson Fund had been minimal in the 2007-2008 financial year.  Tony Ashton replied that the online registration form did not include an option for making a contribution to the Robertson fund.  He undertook to add this option to the registration form.  John Patrick further enquired as to whether the Society had made a contribution to the Robertson Fund, noting that the goal of the fund was to reach $100,000.  The Society had not made a contribution to the Robertson Fund during 2007-2008.  Murray Badger asked if the performance of the Robertson Fund had been affected by the financial conditions of the past year.  Tony Ashton undertook to provide a report to the Council of ASPS about the current status of the Robertson Fund.

Peter Ryan asked if the new website can automatically email members who have not renewed their membership.  Tony Ashton replied that he did not think that this was possible but the system will be more efficient in the future.

Murray Badger sought clarification as to the exact period that the tabled reports referred to.  Tony Ashton undertook to report more fully to members once he had had time to digest the report from the auditors that he had only just received.

Rosemary White moved that the interim treasurer’s report be accepted, seconded by John Patrick.

Accepted.

Functional Plant Biology (for more details see 2008 Functional Plant Biology reports www.asbs.org.au)  Rana Munns spoke to tabled reports on Functional Plant Biology noting that:

· Dr Rana Munns had taken over as Editor-in-Chief with Dr Yvonne Cheng as Assistant Editor.  They had experienced a very steep learning curve.

· FPB will soon be up to date, with the December issue scheduled to be published in both web and print version in December.

· FPB aims to increase the number of submissions from Australia as they tend to be of a higher quality. 

· FPB achieved the highest ranking within the ERA system, but its ISI impact factor currently 2.4.  Rana Munns noted that other CSIRO journals had increased their impact factors but the increase was almost entirely due to invited reviews.  FPB is keen to publish reviews and special editions, potentially around workshops that may be occurring within Australia and New Zealand.

· FPB may have a niche by publishing work at the interfaces between traditional plant physiological topics and other areas such as microscopy, ecology or modelling.

Plants in Action 
(for more details see Plants in Action reports at www.asps.org.au )  In Brian Atwell’s absence, the Chair referred to his tabled report that emphasised the following points:

· 2nd edition will be written by 120 writers.

· Letters of invitation to be involved will be sent out in the next few weeks.

· 70% of the text will be new.

· The planned book will be around 650 pages, with associated electronic materials

· It has been difficult to find funds to support the project.

Phytogen 

Helen Irving , Phytogen Editor, reported that 3 issues of Phytogen had been produced during the year.  She noted that it is an important avenue for communication within ASPS. Since she had been editor of Phytogen for 5 years, she was not willing to continue in this capacity.

The Chair thanked Helen Irving for her major contribution to ASPS through Phytogen over many years. His thankyou presentation to her was met with resounding applause from the meeting.

The Council had suggested that Phytogen editor should be an ASPS member with assistance from a student member who would be allocated a $1000 travelling grant in return.  The Chair noted that Tina Offler had volunteered to take over the role of Phytogen editor and to identify a suitable student to provide her with assistance.  This offer was enthusiastically accepted by the meeting with a round of applause.

Election of officers

David Day explained that membership of the ASPS Council is declared vacant each year.  Those eligible for re-election had been invited to re-nominate and all but the Secretary had accepted.   Nominations for vacated positions were called for from the ASPS membership. A nomination for each position had been received by the due date.

All appointed members with the exception of Phtyogen representatives had agreed to continue.  

Assoc Prof Barry Pogson had agreed to shadow Prof Graham Farquhar as ASPS representative on FASTS.

Jeremy Foster had resigned as membership database manager.  This position is no longer required with new membership system.

ASPS COUNCIL FOR 2008-2009

New nominations are highlighted 

	Council Position
	Nominated

	President
	Dr Rana Munns

CSIRO Plant Industry, Canberra

	President elect
	

	Hon Secretary
	Dr John Evans

ANU

	Hon Treasurer
	Dr Anthony Ashton

CSIRO Plant Industry,Canberra

	Discipline Representatives:



	Genetics & Molecular                     Biology
	Dr Penny Smith

University of Sydney

	Cell biology
	Dr Sergey Shabala

University of Tasmania

	Plant-microbe interactions


	Dr Peter Solomon

Murdoch Univ/ANU

	Whole plants
	Assoc Prof Michael Tauz

University of Melbourne

	Plant development
	Dr Anne Rae

CSIRO PI,St Lucia, QLD

	Environmental &   Ecophysiology, global   climate  change
	Dr Oula Ghannoum

University of Western Sydney

	Plant Science Education
	Dr Ros  Gleadow

Monash University

	Student representative
	Crystal Sweetman

Flinders University & University of Adelaide


	Public Officer
	Dr Marilyn Ball 

(Australian National University)

	ASPS Sub-Committees

Appointed, not elected
	ASPS member
	Willing to continue

	FASTS Representatives
	Prof Graham Farquhar, ANU

Assoc Prof Barry Pogson, ANU
	yes



	Functional Plant Biology
	Dr Rana Munns,Editor in Chief FBP

Ms Yvonne Cheng,Assistant Editor FPB
	yes

	Plants in Action
	Assoc Prof Brian Atwell

(Macquarie University)
	yes

	Phytogen Editors
	Assoc Prof Tina Offler

(University of Newcastle)
	new


Support Services

	Appointed, not elected
	ASPS Member
	Willing to continue

	Webmaster
	Michael Major 
	yes

	Website Manager
	Ms Caitlin Byrt
	yes


Robyn Overall moved that the nominations for the 208-2009 Council be accepted on block; seconded by Rosemary White.

The meeting unanimously approved the new Council.

General Business 

Proposal to Establish a National Organizing Committee for ComBIO (for more details see Proposal to Esta.blish a National Organizing Committee on www.asps.org.au)

The Chair reported that ASPS Council had agreed to support a proposal to establish a National Organizing Committee for ComBIO.

Future Meetings 

ComBIO 2009 in Christchurch Convention Center, 6-10 December 

Members were reminded that the next meeting of ComBIO will be held in New Zealand during December 2009.  

Plant Biology 2009 in Hawaii- American Society of Plant Biologists meeting  Rana Munns highlighted that ASPS is a partner society in the Plant Biology 2009 meeting of the American Society of Plant Biologists being held in Hawaii July 18-22, 2009.  Members are asked to let her know of any ideas for small symposia around themes that may include US collaborators.

XVIII International Botanic Congress Melbourne (24-30 July 2011) 

Graham Farquhar is on the Program committee for this Congress and has provided the ASPS Council with a report on the progress so far.
Any Other Business

ComBIO Organization

Barry Pogson, Program Chair for ComBIO 2008, strongly supported the idea of an National Organizing Committee for ComBIO as it will help the local organizing committee in obtaining advice from sources other than Sally Jay.  However he considered that it was important that the flavour of the meeting still reflected that of the host city.  

Barry Pogson said that ASPS undersold itself somewhat in the organization of ComBIO and that ASPS should now be on an equal footing with ASBMB.  In ComBIO 2009, there were 400 registrants from ASBMB, 100 from Cell Biology and 170 from ASPS.

This raised the question as to whether there should be a second stream of plant science in the program.  Rosemary White suggested that a second stream might be one that is deliberately merged around common topics such as Cell Biology or RNAi.

He emphasised the need for the ASPS Dinner to be included in the program to avoid conflicting events as had occurred in 2009. 

Members were reminded that it was crucial to ensure that their students joined ASPS rather than ASBMB as ComBIO profits are split according to the societies that the registrants belong to.  Peter Ryan suggested that it should be explored with Sally Jay if students could be given a further discount on ComBIO registration if they were members of both ASPS and ASBMB.  Membership of both Societies would be attractive to students as they would be eligible for prizes and grants from both societies.

Timing of ASPS AGM

David Day asked if members would prefer for the AGM to be held during a lunch period at ComBIO, rather in the evening just prior to the Dinner.  There was not strong support for such a proposal as it would conflict with both Poster Sessions and the Education sessions in the program.  It was resolved to keep the AGM at it current timeslot.

The meeting closed at 7.10pm

