President’s report 2007

This year has been another of mixed fortune for plant science. On the one hand, plant science as an industry remains very strong, as indicated by the report from Kate Grenot late last year, and plant science research continues to perform strongly. It is particularly pleasing to see another plant scientist awarded a Federation fellow and to also win the Prime Minister’s Science Prize.  The Society congratulates Peter Waterhouse and Ming-Bo Wang on this achievement.  On the other hand, the Society’s membership continues to decline with both regular and student membership down slightly from last year (see the treasurer’s report). If you wish the Society to survive, it is important that you keep your membership up to date and encourage colleagues, students and postdocs to join. University enrolments in plant science are also in decline across the nation and replacing the current cohort of researchers will be a challenge over the coming years.  Reversing this trend is a major marketing challenge for all of us involved in plant science education.  I had hoped to contribute to this by organising a Eureka Prize in the plant arena, but the large cost of the prize meant we had to find multiple sponsors and this proved too difficult in the end.  However, there will be a undergraduate student prize in these awards next year and I will keep you informed on how we can foster plant science entries.

Much of the time of the Executive this year has focused on mounting an attractive program in plant biology at ComBio2007 and I think the array of plant science presentations on offer this year is excellent.  I would like to thank my colleagues in the Sydney area for assisting with the program. Next year’s meeting is in Canberra and it will again feature plant science strongly and also a major plant-based satellite meeting. Other activities this year included attendance by myself, Robyn Overall and Charlie Warren at Science Meets Parliament in Canberra, where we represented the society and promoted plant biology and its role in global climate change.  This is a really worthwhile event and I urge you to consider attending next year. A significant amount of time of the council and executive of the ASPS during the year goes into soliciting nominations for and assessemnt of candidates for the various awards on offer by the Society. This year, in addition to the Robertson Fellowships, we have also chosen very worthy recipients of the JG Wood memorial lecture, Dr Rana Munns from CSIRO Plant Industry in Canberra, and the Goldacre award, Ullie Matthias, from ANU. I would like to thank all those who were involved in assessing the awards, including some of our Corresponding Members. 
As detailed in the treasurer’s report, this year has also seen the securing of the RN Robertson travel award  by movement funds from the Society’s reserves and a donation form the International Society of Plant Molecular Biology that has allowed us to offer more student travel fellowships. Largely because of the efforts of Peter Ryan, the Society now has more sustaining members also and overall the Society remains financially strong.  But we need to increase our membership base in order to maintain this.

Finally, I would like to thank the executive for their support and enthusiasm throughout the year and to the council members for their support of various initiatives. I wish to particularly thank Peter Ryan for keeping the Society in such an excellent financial position so that new initiatives can be undertaken in the future and the secretary, Robyn Overall for organisng the executive. I thank the outgoing council members for their work for the Society and members of the supporting subcommittees Marilyn Ball (Public Officer), Graham Farquhar (FASTS representative), Brian Atwell (Plants in Action), Jennifer Henry (FBP); and last but not least the Phytogen Editors Helen Irving and Andy Netting.

