President’s report 2008

General

This year saw the retirement of Peter Ryan as treasurer and his replacement by Tony Ashton.  Under Tony’s guidance, the web site for the Society was revamped completely and on-line membership applications were processed for the first time and lapsed members tracked.  With time this approach should gain us greater membership.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Society and this will be celebrated in a special dinner during CoMBio, to be held at the CSIRO Discovery Centre.  I would like to thank, Tony Ashton, Paul Kreideman and Martin Canny for organising this dinner and for inviting several of the original members to attend.  ASPS has been represented by Barry Pogson on the organising committee for CoMBio2008 and under his guidance a strong plant presence has been assured. 

Function Plant Biology

This year also saw a new regime in the management of our allied journal, Functional Plant Biology.  CSIRO publishing decided to move to a Editor-in-Chief model of management with a reduced role for the then current editor  Jennifer Henry.  The FBP board met earlier in the year with CSIRO Publishing management to discuss the changed arrangements and a plan to phase in the editor-in-chief was suggested.  However, the sudden resignation of Jennifer to take up a lucrative editorial position with Nature in New York brought the new model forward quickly.  The plant community is very fortunate that Rana Munns, the President Elect of ASPS, agreed to take on the role of Editor-in-Chief.

Links with ASPB

Plans for the 2009 meeting in NZ are already under way and a strong plant physiology theme is planned there also.  The American Society for Plant Biology will hold its annual meeting in Hawaii next year and their executive has been in touch to include ASPS as a “particpating organisation”. I will remain the ASPS contact for this meeting and hope to have some say in the conference’s program.

I also received the following email message form ASPB

“We are writing to you in your capacity as President of the Australia Society of Plant Scientists, which we are very pleased to learn will be a "participating society" at Plant Biology 2009 in Hawaii. This message, however, is about something rather different.

 With the growing number of critical global issues that impact the way we execute, plan and develop our scientific and practical goals within the plant sciences, our professional societies have many new issues and potential problems that are both global in nature and common to us all. As we reflected on the responsibilities of the American Society of Plant Biologists (ASPB) to further the professional and scientific advancement of our members and to inform the public and the government as to the value of plant biology in the struggle to cope with a growing food and fuel crisis, it became evident that we could not simply consider a North American perspective. Rather, a more global view of how plant biologists should deal with the central role that we will obviously play in the coming years could best position our profession for the challenges ahead. 

ASPB is considering convening a "summit" of the worldwide leadership of  professional societies that relate to plant biology and agriculture to explore common strategies and goals to bring our unique and critical expertise and perspective to those whose actions and policies will impact the globe over the coming years. This initial summit would be meant to explore ways in which our societies can work together to bring a global consensus of how plant biologists are responding and could respond to the needs of the global population.  We are sending this email to ask if you might be  interested in attending such a meeting, were it to be organized as one-day workshop to be held prior to ASPB's July 2009 annual meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii. We would also most welcome your thoughts as to the validity and usefulness of such a "summit".”
I have responded positively to this suggestion and will make sure that the Executive is kept informed of developments.  Any feedback would be appreciated.

Award winners 2008

The Roberston Lecture this year will be given by Professor Hans Lambers from UWA.  The Goldacre medal will be awarded to Dr Jason Able from Adelaide University and the best paper award from FBP will go to Ms Abby Cuttriss.  However, once again, we were unable to attract applicants for the Teaching Award and we need to rethink our strategy for this award.

We will also honour two additional long-serving members of ASPS with Life Membership, as agreed at the last Council meeting: Barry Osmond and Joe Wiskich.  Both Barry and Joe will be at the dinner to receive their certificates.

Finally, I would like to thank the executive for their support and enthusiasm throughout the year and to the council members for their support of various initiatives. I wish to particularly thank Tony Ashton for his work not only with the finances but also with the new web site and on-line enrolment, and the secretary, Robyn Overall for organising the executive. I thank the outgoing council members for their work for the Society and members of the supporting subcommittees Marilyn Ball (Public Officer), Graham Farquhar (FASTS representative), Brian Atwell (Plants in Action),; and last but not least the Phytogen Editor Helen Irving.
